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After completing his classical studies, Alban D’Amours obtained a bachelor’s degree in social 
science and a master’s degree in economics at Université Laval, then went on to doctoral studies 
at the University of Minnesota. 
 
After he began his career as a professor at the University of Minnesota, he went on to teach at the 
Université de Sherbrooke from 1967 to 1981, where his achievements included heading the 
Economics Department and the Institut d’aménagement and participating in the creation of the 
Institut de recherche sur les Coopératives (IRECUS).  He completed his university teaching career as 
a tenured professor. 
 
From 1981 to 1987, Mr. D’Amours was a senior civil servant in the Quebec government, serving as 
Deputy Revenue Minister and Deputy Energy Minister. During this time, he played an important 
role in overhauling the public administration, particularly in the following areas: department of 
revenue awarded best relations with the public, simplification of tax laws and forms, massive 
computer system reforms, Canadian debate on the assurance of supply, deregulation of the 
natural gas sector, Quebec Francophone summit, creation of the Institut international 
Francophone de l’Énergie and the easing of restrictions on energy exchanges.  
 
In 1988, Mr. D’Amours joined the Mouvement Desjardins as Senior Vice-President and member of 
Senior Management in the areas of planning, marketing, communication, finance, auditing and 
inspection. 
 
He created the Desjardins Bureau for Financial Monitoring and Enforcement, and was the first to 
hold the title of Inspector and Auditor General for the Desjardins Group. He was elected President 
and Chief Executive Officer in February 2000. 
 
Re-elected by acclamation in 2004, he completed his mandate in 2008. His greatest achievements 
include the harmonious merger of the Confédération des caisses Desjardins, the regional 
Fédérations and the Group caisses, the implementation of the unified strategic management 
structure that enabled the Desjardins Group to become a truly integrated cooperative financial 
group, the accelerated development of Desjardins throughout Quebec and the rest of Canada, and 
the introduction of a cooperative business model that combined financial performance and 
cooperative performance—a model that has gained international recognition and whose 
foundations are profoundly democratic. Under his presidency, Desjardins Group reached the 
highest levels of financial and cooperative performance, and Mr. D’Amours was active in 
strengthening the cooperative model around the globe. 
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Mr. D’Amours has also contributed to society through his commitment to many organizations and 
causes. He has served, for example, as Chairman of several Boards of Directors, including Télé-
université, CHUQ and Université de Sherbrooke, as well as on two government commissions on 
energy and on taxation and the financing of public services. 
 
He has been a member of the Board of Directors of the Caisse de dépôt et placement du Québec, 
and is the Honorary President of the International Confederation of Popular Banks, of which he 
was President from 2009 to 2012. During his term on the Board of Directors of the International 
Cooperative Alliance between 2004 and 2009, he oversaw the alliance’s restructuring (2007-
2008). He has also served on the Board of Directors of Cominar since 2009. 
 
In November 2011, Mr. D’Amours chaired the Expert Committee on the Future of the Québec 
Retirement System, which submitted a report in April 2013 containing some 20 recommendations 
of how to improve the retirement system in Quebec to ensure continuity and intergenerational 
equity. 

Mr. D’Amours has received many honours and awards, including Grand Officier de l’Ordre national 
du Québec, the Prix Dimensions awarded by the Ordre des administrateurs agréés du Québec (of 
which he is a Fellow Adm.A.), an honorary doctorate from the Université du Québec and the 
Gloire de l’Escolle medal from Université Laval. He is also a member of the Order of Canada and 
was named a Grand Québécois by the Quebec City chamber of commerce. 
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